This book is first and foremost a practical work for the midwife. Willughby starts by admitting that he has no new practice of midwifery, he intends 'to inform the ignorant common midwives with such wayes as I have used with good successe. My thoughts bee onely for a publick good, and chiefly to benefit my own nation, and the midwives inhabiting England'. He was concerned to see the results of bad, rough and ready midwifery and taught that midwives must be discreet in what they said to the patient, to be gentle in their handling of the woman in labour and to let nature alone-'The womb is a place locked up. Let midwives so deale with their travailing women, so will the birth be more easy, and the child not pulled to pieces, or destroyed, nor the woman torn, or ruinated by the midwife's struglings, or stretching of their bodies. In fitting time, nature will open the womb.'
In this volume the Observations in Midwifery comprises some three hundred pages with an index. There follows, also by Percivall Willughby, forty-five pages of an opusculum (or little work) for the Countrey Midwife which is in some respects of greater interest than the main work for it is packed full of intensely practical advice 'shewing the wayes how to deliver any difficult birth bee it naturall or unnaturall' and ending with a condemnation of Caesarean Section.
The book is printed and bound most admirably and is cheap at £3.50. It would make an ideal gift for any medical man or midwife. Congratulations to all concerned in its production.
J. S. TOMKINSON
The Falling Sickness: A History of Epilepsy from the Greeks to the Beginnings of Modern Neurology, by OwsEI TEMKIN, 2nd ed. rev., Baltimore and London, Johns Hopkins Press, 1971, pp. xv, 467, illus., £7.15. A satisfying way of becoming familiar with the changing concepts of medicine is to study the history of a single disease, written by a master. Then all the thoughts and theories which often seem so disembodied in general textbooks of medical history, take on a reality in having to relate them to the subject in hand. Apart from its undoubted value to the specialist in the history of neurology and psychiatry, Owsei Temkin's classic on The Falling Sickness provides such a background for the more general student.
Originally written some twenty-five years ago, Professor Temkin has now produced a revised second edition. Epilepsy is a startling phenomenon, which has attracted attention since antiquity. The complexity of its history is daunting, but the student is guided through the concepts of the disease from the fourth century before to the end of the nineteenth century after Christ; from Hippocrates to Hughlings Jackson; from the Sacred Disease to the differential diagnosis of Idiopathic Epilepsy. The detail and the extensive references neither confuse nor intrude upon the easily read text. Not only are the theological, philosophical and social aspects fully discussed, but the clinician is delighted to find such practical, contemporary glimpses as Morel reporting in 1872
